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 The holiday season was upon us and with it came all of the hustle and bustle 

of this time of year.  The school was full of holiday spirit and events leading up to 

the end of the calendar year. Throughout the month of December, there were many 

activities hosted at the school to help boost holiday spirits. One such occasion was 

Brunch with Santa which was held on December 11th. Check out the “Brunch with 

Santa” article on page 5.  

 To continue with the holiday themed events was the return of the 6th grad-

ers annual Entrepreneurship Extravaganza.  This holiday market is the end result of a 

quarter long class where the 6th graders create a business and then sell their goods 

to help with last minute holiday shopping. The conclusion of this festive night in-

cluded the Christmas Concert after a one year hiatus due to COVID restrictions.  

Check out page 2 and 3 to read about the success of both events.  

 For some people, the holidays wouldn’t be the same without winter sports. 

This year there will be plenty of time to catch up on your high school and junior 

high sports at Banner County School.  See page 4 to read about the high school 

basketball teams, page 3 for a recap of the high school wrestling season, and page 

5 for a summary of the junior high basketball teams.  

 We were so lucky to have so many festive holiday opportunities available for 

our students, staff, and community members at Banner County School. We hope 

that this newsletter finds you well and we hope that you had a happy holiday sea-

son. Let’s ring in the new year! Thanks for being our biggest supporters.  

 

The Scratching Post Staff 

Wyatt Onstott, David Selves, and 

Miss Bohac 

 
We hope you had a happy    

holiday and a great beginning 
to the new year! 

Season’s Greetings 
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What an Extravagant Event! 
By: Wyatt Onstott 

 The night began with the 6th Grade Entrepreneurship Extravaganza where 

the 6th graders sold products that were created for their business class. These items 

included cookies, cupcakes, jams, decorations, jerky, ornaments, jewelry, and even 

candles. The reasons they chose these items to sell differed with every student, but 

most of them did it because of their popularity with the community. While some 

were for simplicity, others were for tradition, and most importantly, spending time 

with family making memories that would last a lifetime were all influencing factors on 

deciding on which products to sell.  

The teacher behind this project and class is Mrs. Kari Gifford. She told us that 

the kids were so excited about their projects which were great ideas. The students 

learned how a business works in the real-world and all of the time and costs that are 

involved with a profitable business. There were fourteen 6th graders that participated 

in this project and each one had their own level of success. Now that they have expe-

rienced what happens in a real business, they learned that it takes lots of time, prepa-

ration, and most importantly - thought.  Mrs. Gifford also said that they 

could work on a few things to make their business more successful such as 

keeping track of their income and the amount spent to make their prod-

ucts. Other things they needed to work on was market research, cost analy-

sis to see how much something would cost to do, and sticking to an idea 

instead of switching ideas because what they were doing was too hard or 

they lost interest in the idea.  

At the end of the night, the students were satisfied with their hard work by 

seeing how much of their product had sold. Later that school week, the students 

were able to tabulate how much money they made after they took into account their 

expenses.  Each student then took 10% of their profits and donated to the charity 

“Child Find of America.” 

This class had so many real-world learning opportunities for our students. We 

are so thankful for all of the support of parents, staff, and community members in 

making this class such a success. 

6th Grade Entrepreneurship Projects 

● Glitter Ornaments, Snow Globes, Bookmarks, Gift Tags, Homemade Can-
dles, and Homemade Gnome decorations 

● Cake Pops, Gourmet Rice Krispy treats and Cupcakes, Brookies, Cookies, 
Homemade Jam, Deer Jerky, Mug cake, Hot Coco Mix, Crockpot Candies, 
and Christmas Snack Packs.  



Taking Them to the Mat 
By David Selves 

 For a few years now, you have seen the same duo in High School wrestling. Now they are back for 

another thrilling season! Junior Noah Yetter and Sophomore Wyatt Reichenberg intend to bring out their 

best efforts and show their true potential this season. Our wrestlers have shown great work ethic and have 

stayed in good physical condition by lifting weights and exercising 

daily. 

 Their focus this year is to keep moving forward in the sea-

son, and they need to work on some of the finer points. If they keep 

up the hard work and show up to all of their practices, they can be 

ready for whatever comes next. With such diligent athletes, we are 

looking forward to seeing the results of their competitions this sea-

son! Good luck to our Wildcat wrestlers! 
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The Sounds of the Season 
By Wyatt Onstott 

 The Christmas concert began with the return of the junior high and 

high school bands. Due to COVID last year, students couldn’t play instru-

ments or sing for the Christmas concert, but now we can play and sing to 

our hearts’ content. The program started with the 4th graders playing 

“Fum, Fum, Fum” with recorders to get everyone into a festive mood. The 

5th grade band played classics like “Good King Wenceslas'' and “Jolly Old Saint Nicholas.” We started to 

pick up the tempo with the middle school band playing fan favorites like “Up on the Housetop'' and “We 

Wish You a Merry Christmas.” Jazz band then took over the show by playing “Hooked on the Holidays'' fol-

lowed by “Silent Night” then “Now Rock, Ye Rested Gentlemen.” To end off the instrumental part of the con-

cert, Reece Kaminski and Luke Olsen performed piano solos. 

The vocal portion of the concert then began with Pre-K and Kindergarten singing “10 Little Elves,” 

“Little Snowflake,” and “I Want to Be an Elf” which was adorable as usual. The 1st, 2nd, and 3rd graders 

sang “Christmas Tree What Will You Be?” “O Come Little Children,” and “Marvelous Toy.” Mycala Jones 

then performed a vocal solo of “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.”  The 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders then 

took the stage and sang “Holly and the Ivy,” “Masters in This Hall,” and “Rockin’ Around the Christmas 

Tree,” which everyone enjoyed since several students played instruments and sang solos and duets. Adia 

Thomson performed a cello solo as an intermission between the elementary and high school portions of the 

concert. To close the concert,  the high school choir and band members sang “Still, Still, Still” followed by 

“Christmas Through the Eyes of a Child” and “Snow” side by side with the Junior High Choir. 

It was so great to hear the stu-

dents perform their various forms of holi-

day music. The students always enjoy 

showing off all of their hard work for their 

family and friends. We would like to thank 

Mrs. Wounded Arrow for all of her hard 

work in getting this spectacular perfor-

mance put together for all of us to enjoy. 
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Wildcat Varsity Basketball Returns 

by Wyatt Onstott 

 It has been 4 long years since Banner County has had a varsity basketball team to represent us. 

Now after that long stretch of time, we have a varsity team for both the boys’ and girls’ basketball teams.  

 

Lady Wildcat Basketball- This year's girls’ basketball team has been prac-

ticing hard for varisty competitions. The team this year includes freshmen: Ma-

Kayla Enriqez, Riley Jones, Karleigh Leslie, and Jaelyn Yetter; sophomores: Grace 

Fankhauser, Marie Hein, and Amanda Montelongo. Upperclassmen for this year’s 

team includes junior Makayla Woolington and seniors Helen Hein and Makyla 

Mason.  

With a new season and new team, Coach Avila has new expectations. A 

few of these expectations include improving every game and practice. He wants 

the team to be better than the previous practice or game, and to keep improving. In order to improve, the 

girls will have to focus on their weak points. Coach Avila says the girls need to forget about things they 

can’t change. The girls need to have more confidence in every aspect and not to get down on themselves 

too much. A strength for the team is that they give 100% effort at all times.   

 

 Men’s Wildcat Basketball- The boys’ team has been hard at work as well by 

preparing for their busy basketball season. Although they couldn’t completely run 

through their offenses for their first few games, they still worked hard and tried to 

keep up with opposing varsity teams. Coach Jones is expecting to raise the team’s 

skills to the varsity level so they can play well against other teams.  

 This year’s team consists of returning students and newcomers. Students 

on the team this year include: junior, Wyatt Onstott; sophomores, Nathan Clement, 

Adam Knaub, Nate McGowan, Brendyn Onstott, and Jacob Parsons. Newcomers 

include freshmen Kristian Clure, Brentsen McGowan, and Isaac Olsen.  

 Although the team has tried their hardest to keep up with varsity teams, they 

continue to improve their speed and endurance. The team also is focusing on execut-

ing their plays and being more confident in their abilities which will show with their 

assertiveness on the court. Our team has grit and works hard everyday. They have a 

desire to get better with every practice and game.  

 Both of our wildcat basketball teams have a drive to continue to improve. Af-

ter having a few years off without a team to compete, the teams have big shoes to fill. 

With support from the community members, students, and staff, our teams will con-

tinue to grow.  We wish both teams good luck for the rest of their seasons.  

LET’S GO WILDCATS! 



 Brunch with Santa  
 On the brisk morning of December 11th, Banner 

County School hosted “Brunch with Santa.” There was so 

much holiday spirit in the air as you entered the little 

gym to participate in crafts, coloring stations, games, 

and to socialize with family, friends, and community 

members. There was also a free book table hosted by 

BCEA for our guests to pick out a book or two to take 

home to read over the holiday break.  

  There was laughter in the air as patrons were 

able to catch up with each other over a breakfast of pan-

cakes, sausage patties, juice, and s'mores. If you were 

brave enough to face Jack Frost’s chilly wind, there were 

horse drawn wagon rides around town.  Santa even 

made an appearance to take pictures with the guests 

before returning to the North Pole to prepare for the BIG 

day that was quickly approaching.  Thank you to every-

one that volunteered their time and efforts to help make 

this day so festive! A special thank you goes out to eve-

ryone that donated their gently used winter clothing. 

This will help restock the coat closest at the school and 

go to those in need.  

Bouncing Back into It with Junior High Basketball 
By David Selves 

 A new basketball season brings with it a new Junior High girls’ team. This year 

there are very few returning players; however, with new players comes a new batch of 

skills. With nine girls on the team, they are all working hard to improve by learning the ba-

sics of the sport with each competition. Coach Jones said, “They are eager to learn, which 

is a good sign for younger students.” Even though the team is young, they have a lot of 

determination and are showing progress.  

 The Junior High boys’ basketball team is also filled with 

new players. They are working hard to improve and get better every day. The 

team is developing shooting skills, defense skills, and court awareness. While 

they are inexperienced, this team learns quickly by giving their all while on the 

court.  

Both junior high teams are learning to play the game, and they are 

showing how strong, fast, and ferocious they can be. With a long future ahead 

of them, we wish our Wildcats luck as they continue with their seasons. 
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Senior Spotlight 

Jamie Triolo 

This month's senior spotlight also features Jamie Triolo. Jamie is described as 

kind, diligent, nondramatic, and all-around a good person. We asked her a few 

questions regarding her high school career and her plans for the future. 

Q: What extracurricular activities have you participated in? 

 A:  Band, Choir, Yearbook, High Energy Cappuccino business, Plasma 

 Cutter business and helping with the school store. 

Q: What are your goals for this year? 

 A:  A small goal for Jamie is to pass with all A’s. Her main goal is to do 

 well in her college level accounting class. 

Q: What are your plans for after high school?  

 A: Go to college to get an associates degree in business management 

 and accounting. 

Q: What is one of your favorite classes and why? 

 A: Work-based learning because she can do the finances and design 

 for the plasma cutter. She enjoys being a team leader  

Q: What’s one piece of advice you would give to younger students? 

 A: “Don't enclose yourself in your own little world, it isn’t healthy and it limits your future 

 opportunities. Go up to people and get to know them and make new friends. You only experience 

 these years once, live them to the fullest.” 

Lily Teeple 
This month’s Senior Spotlight features Lily Teeple. She is often described as an in-

tense, focused, driven, and studious person. Here are Lily’s thoughts about her 

high school career.  

 

Q: What extracurricular activities have you participated in? 

 A: Track, Cross Country, Speech, Student Council, Cats Committed, and FFA.  

Q: What are your goals for this year? 

 A: She wants to further her post secondary education at WNCC and do 

 well in her college courses. 

Q: What are your plans for after high school? 

 A: She plans to attend college and pursue a degree in secondary education 

 to become a high school English teacher in a low income high school.  

Q: What is one of your favorite classes and why? 

 A:  Lily enjoys English because she loves to read and write, and she even likes to analyze grammar.  

Q: What is one piece of advice you would give to younger students? 

 A:  “You should focus on your grades, but more importantly, focus on yourself. If your mental health 

 is suffering, so will your grades.” 

Senior Spotlight 
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 
January 10, 2022 
Awards and Recognitions 

President Johnson commended the following students, staff, and patrons: 
-Students who performed for the Christmas Concert on Dec. 14th under the direction of Mrs. Wounded Arrow. 
-6th grade Entrepreneurs who developed products for the Extravaganza on Dec. 14th under the mentorship of Mrs. Gifford 
- Speech Team Members who participated in the Gering Holiday Speech Scramble on Saturday, January 8th: Mycala Jones and Kairyn 
Miller, 3rd Place in Varsity Duet. Mycala Jones, 6th Place in Varsity Humorous Prose. Nice photo in the Sunday Star Herald! 
Election of Board Officers 
Nominate Ron Johnson for board president. Passed with a motion by Bret Jeffries and a second by Jake Knaub. 
Nominate Douglas Olsen for board vice-president. Passed with a motion by Bret Jeffries and a second by Laura Baker.  
Nominate Jake Knaub for treasurer. Passed with a motion by Bret Jeffries and a second by Megan Allen. 
Approve revised cost-sharing for Banner County Road Dispenser Upgrade 
Approve $12,559.00 which represents 35% of the total costs of the Banner County Roads Dept. Dispenser Upgrade Passed with a mo-
tion by Douglas Olsen and a second by Bret Jeffries. 

Complete Minutes of all BOE meetings can be accessed at: www.bcswildcats.org 

The Banner County School Foundation Board thanks 

all the patrons and students who donated winter  

clothing for our December 2021 clothing drive!   

We appreciate your support of our students and 

school!  

Grant Funding Moves Us Closer to Our Strategic Goals 
 One of the Goals of our 5-Year Strategic Plan – “2020 Vision & Beyond” -  is to “Provide access to the tools and 
technology that will prepare students for success in life.” Some of the strategies in our plan to meet this goal are: 2.1 
Students have access to technology tools for daily instructional activities; 2.2 Students use digital tools appropriately 
for assignments and communication; and 2.7 Increase student access to CTE programs and Computer Science electives. 
The district has taken advantage of grant opportunities to purchase the tools, such as laptops, Chromebooks, and 
iPads, making Banner County School a 1:1 learning environment.  

 Our approach to increasing student access to technology programs involves a partnership with Project Lead 
the Way (PLTW), an organization that offers comprehensive PreK-12 pathways in computer science, engineering, and 
biomedical science to schools across the U.S. PLTW courses are recognized in the Nebraska Department of Education 
Career Education Programs of Study. Last year, we added Computer Science Essentials as a high school elective. This 
year, Computer Science Principles was added, using Python® as a primary tool and incorporating multiple platforms 
and languages for computation. Next year’s CS elective, Cybersecurity, introduces the tools and concepts of cybersecu-
rity and encourages students to create solutions to share computing resources while protecting privacy.  

 Grant funding will expand PLTW courses next year with Automation and Robotics. PLTW Gateway (6-8) illumi-
nates the range of paths and possibilities students can look forward to in high school and beyond. Computer science 
and technology courses prepare students to develop in-demand knowledge and skills they need to thrive. PLTW pro-
vides teachers with the training, resources, and 
support they need to engage students in real-
world learning. PLTW projects illustrate how intri-
cately computer science is woven into our socie-
ty, and challenge students to apply computation-
al thinking and logic to solve big problems. 

Grant Source Amount Purpose 

PLTW $9,100 Training, site fees 

Lockheed Martin $10,000 Cybersecurity training, site fees 

Federal ECF $20,000 Student laptops 

Federal ESSERS II $56,065 Chromebooks and laptops 

Federal ESSERS III $18,636 ClearTouch Interactive Boards 

Tech grants awarded 2021-2022 $113,801   
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